
Item: DS-22-25 

Development Services Committee – February 7, 2022 

Durham Regional Technology Development Site Request for City of Oshawa Letter of 
Support (All Wards)  

That the Development Services Committee recommend to City Council: 

Whereas, on January 6, 2022, Economic Development Services received a request 
(see Attachment 1) from Spark Centre for a letter of support to accompany the Durham 
Regional Technology Development Site (Durham R.T.D.S.) funding application with the 
Ontario Centre of Innovation (O.C.I.); and, 

Whereas, the O.C.I. application will support the Ontario Vehicle Innovation Network 
(O.V.I.N.) for the period of April 2022 to April 2025; and, 

Whereas, the primary O.V.I.N. focus at the Durham R.T.D.S. is to establish Durham 
Region as a living lab for electric vehicles and related technologies and solutions as 
outlined in Attachment 2; and, 

Whereas, Spark Centre is the lead partner of Durham R.T.D.S., along with consortium 
partners which include the Region of Durham, Ontario Tech University and Durham 
College; and, 

Whereas, Spark Centre has requested in-kind services from the City of Oshawa (see 
Attachment 1) that can be accommodated within the 2022 Economic Development 
Budget and pending annual review of staff capacity and interest alignment are 
supported by City staff; and, 

Whereas, City staff support the Spark Centre request for a letter of support; and, 

Whereas, the City’s 2020-2023 Strategic Plan includes the strategy to “actively support 
the growth of the city’s post-secondary educational institutions and knowledge-based 
industries.”; 

Therefore be it resolved that, pursuant to DS-22-25 dated February 7, 2022, the 
Development Services Committee recommend the Director of Economic Development 
be authorized to issue a formal letter of support to Durham Regional Technology 
Development Site to accompany the application for the Ontario Centre of Innovation’s 
Ontario Vehicle Innovation Network funding. 



 

	 	 	 			 	 			 	

	
	
	

 
 
 

  
    

    
 
 

   
 

    
 

 
 

      
       

       
           

     
 

        
           

     
        

       
        

  
 

          
        

       
         

     
          

    
 

         
       

   
 
 
 

January 6, 2022 

City of Oshawa 
50 Centre Street South 
Oshawa, ON L1H 3Z7 

Attn: Ms. Hailey Wright 

Re: Request for Support – OVIN Proposal 

Dear Hailey, 

As lead partner of the Durham Regional Technology Development Site (Durham 
RTDS) for OCI’s Ontario Vehicle Innovation Network (OVIN), Spark Centre and 
its consortium partners (Region of Durham, Ontario Tech University and Durham 
College) request the support of the City of Oshawa in supporting our OVIN 
application for funding through OCI. 

Ontario SMEs developing technologies in the electric, connected / autonomous 
vehicle and infrastructure space, depend on the support and collaboration of 
academic institutions, government, innovation accelerators and larger companies 
in order to commercialize their products and services. Having access to the 
technical expertise, specialized facilities, talent, networks and commercialization 
expertise OVIN funding will provide, is critical for SME success and growth in 
Ontario. 

As such, we request the following in-kind support from the City of Oshawa: 
1. Support the opportunity to develop one Call for Solution challenge per

year with the willingness to host one technical pilot.
2. Co-host one event, together with Durham RTDS, for the promotion and

implementation of the annual challenge.
3. Support the opportunity to participate in up to three Durham RTDS-hosted

events per year as panel participant and/or moderator.

In order to meet the requirements of the OVIN mandate, Durham RTDS (through 
Spark Centre) requires a Letter of Support confirming the City’s in-kind support 
as soon as is reasonably possible. 

2	 Simcoe Street South,	Suite 	300,	Oshawa,	ON 	L1H 8C1 Tel. 905.432.3999 www.sparkcentre.org 

Item: DS-22-25
Attachment 1

www.sparkcentre.org


 

	 	 	 			 	 			 	

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
	

	
	

We welcome the opportunity to work with the City to support the Durham RTDS’ 
involvement in this exceptional opportunity. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

Sherry Colbourne, CEO
Spark Commercialization & Innovation Centre 

2	 Simcoe Street South,	Suite 	300,	Oshawa,	ON 	L1H 8C1 Tel. 905.432.3999 www.sparkcentre.org 

www.sparkcentre.org
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