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Motion Respecting State of Emergency on Mental Health, Homelessness and
Addictions

Regional Council, at its meeting held on September 25, 2025, passed the following
motion:

WHEREAS Niagara Region issued three separate declarations of emergency in the
areas of homelessness, mental health and opioid addiction on February 23, 2023,
recognizing that the scope and scale of the crisis surpasses the Region’s capacity to
respond effectively; and

WHEREAS following the submission of the three declarations of emergency, the
Provincial Emergency Operations Centre (PEOC) has engaged with the Region’s
Community Emergency Management Coordinator (CEMC); and

WHEREAS these issues have continued to intensify and add further strain to the social
support system in Niagara over the past two years; and

WHEREAS municipalities across Ontario are continuing to experience similar
challenges; and

WHEREAS a coordinated, province-wide approach and associated funding support is
required to address the growing emergency of mental health, homelessness and opioid
addiction, the scale of which falls well beyond the scope of what a municipality can
address.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:

1. That Niagara Region ADVOCATES that the Province support a coordinated
approach between the Ministry of Health, the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and
Housing, and the Ministry of Children, Community and Social Services to
address ongoing challenges related to mental health, homelessness and opioid
addiction;

2. That Niagara Region FORMALLY ADVOCATES for Provincial funding to address
identified gaps in programs and services contributing to the state of emergency
including affordable housing, supportive housing, addictions treatment, and
mental health supports for vulnerable populations; and
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3. That this motion BE SENT to the Provincial and Federal Governments, FCM,
AMO and all municipalities in Ontario.

Yours truly,

Ann-Marie Norio
Regional Clerk
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Premier of Ontario

Prime Minister of Canada

Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM)
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