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November 18, 2024 

Re: Reducing Homelessness Managing Encampments 

Hamilton City Council, at its meeting held on Wednesday, October 23, 2024, passed the 
following resolution:  

Item 6 of the General Issues Committee Report 24-017 

6. Reducing Homelessness and Managing Encampments (HSC24027(c)) (City
Wide) (General Issues Committee Agenda Item 10.2)

WHEREAS, in 2024 the City of Hamilton is investing $185.9 million dollars into
housing and homelessness solutions, 67% funded directly by municipal
taxpayers;

WHEREAS, Ontario cities have been left to deal with the crisis of housing,
homelessness, mental health and addictions without adequate resources from
upper levels of government;

WHEREAS, the Government of Canada has announced a $250 million dollar
funding initiative to address the urgent issue of encampments and unsheltered
homelessness with the intention of a fifty-fifty cost sharing agreement with
provincial governments;

WHEREAS, the Government of Canada will work directly with municipalities if
necessary, but without the involvement of the Province of Ontario, Ontario
municipalities will receive half of the potential funding available, while additional
costs continue to be downloaded to municipal taxpayers;

WHEREAS, federal discussions with the Province of Ontario have not led to
meaningful progress on a cost sharing funding agreement to date;
WHEREAS, the provincial Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing has publicly
announced an upcoming meeting with the federal Minister of Housing to take
place in the week of October 28, 2024; and

WHEREAS, mental health care, addiction treatment and housing are the
responsibility of the Province of Ontario.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED:

(a) That Report HSC24027(c), respecting Reducing Homelessness
and Managing Encampments, be received;
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(b) That the Mayor, on behalf of the City of Hamilton request that the 
Province of Ontario re-engage with the Government of Canada to 
ensure that Ontario municipalities have access to fully funded 
support towards encampments and unsheltered homelessness 
initiatives; 

 
(c) That City of Hamilton be directed to work with our Federal partners 

to maximize this opportunity; and 
 
(d) That this resolution be circulated with all Cities across Ontario with 

a population of 100,000 or more with a request for endorsement 
and approval of their own requests to the Province of Ontario; the 
Association of Municipalities of Ontario and the Federation of 
Canadian Municipalities, and local MPPS and MPs. 

 
Hamilton City Council requests that your City Council's endorse this resolution, and 
circulate your endorsement to the Province of Ontario. 
 
Regards, 

 
Matthew Trennum 
City Clerk 
:JV 
 
cc.   

The City of Toronto, Ontario, clerk@toronto.ca, mayor_chow@toronto.ca  
The City of Ottawa, Ontario, clerk@cityofottawa.org, Mark.Sutcliffe@ottawa.ca  
The City of Mississauga, Ontario, city.clerk@mississauga.ca, 
mayor@mississauga.ca  
The City of Brampton, Ontario, cityclerksoffice@brampton.ca, 
Patrick.Brown@brampton.ca 
The City of London, Ontario, cocc@london.ca, mayor@london.ca  
The City of Markham, Ontario, clerkspublic@markham.ca, 
mayorscarpitti@markham.ca 
The City of Vaughan, Ontario, clerks@vaughan.ca, mayor@vaughan.ca  
The City of Kitchener, Ontario, mayor@kitchener.ca 
The City of Windsor, Ontario, clerks@citywindsor.ca, mayoro@citywindsor.ca  
The Town of Oakville, Ontario, townclerk@oakville.ca, mayor@oakville.ca  
The City of Richmond Hill, Ontario, clerks@richmondhill.ca, 
officemayor@richmondhill.ca  
The City of Oshawa, Ontario, clerks@oshawa.ca, mayor@oshawa.ca  
The City of Burlington, Ontario, clerks@burlington.ca, mayor@burlington.ca  
The City of Greater Sudbury, Ontario, clerks@greatersudbury.ca, 
mayor@greatersudbury.ca  
The City of Barrie, Ontario, CityClerks@barrie.ca, officeofthemayor@barrie.ca  
The City of Guelph, Ontario, clerks@guelph.ca, mayor@guelph.ca  
The City of Cambridge, Ontario, Clerks@cambridge.ca, mayor@cambridge.ca  
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The City of Whitby, Ontario, clerk@whitby.ca, roye@whitby.ca  
The City of St. Catharines, Ontario, citizensfirst@stcatharines.ca, 
mayor@stcatharines.ca  
The Town of Milton, Ontario, townclerk@milton.ca, executiveservices@milton.ca  
The City of Kingston, Ontario, CityClerk@CityofKingston.ca, 
mayor@cityofkingston.ca  
The City of Waterloo, Ontario, mayor@waterloo.ca  
The Town of Ajax, Ontario, clerks@ajax.ca, shaun.collier@ajax.ca  
The City of Brantford, Ontario, clerks@brantford.ca, 
officeofthemayor@brantford.ca  
The City of Thunder Bay, Ontario, cityclerk@thunderbay.ca, 
ken.boshcoff@thunderbay.ca  
The Municipality of Clarington, Ontario, clerks@clarington.net,  
The City of Chatham-Kent, Ontario, ckclerk@chatham-kent.ca, 
ckmayor@chatham-kent.ca  
The City of Pickering, Ontario, clerks@pickering.ca, mayor@pickering.ca  
The City of Niagara Falls, Ontario, clerk@niagarafalls.ca, 
jdiodati@niagarafalls.ca  

 
(Item 6) 
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